CEMETERY ORDINANCE
Title 12 STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES

12.68.010 Designation of city cemetery.

The tract of land bounded by Riverside Boulevard, Broadway, Muir Way, and the Masonic
Cemetery, having heretofore been set apart and dedicated solely for burial purposes, is hereby
designated the Historic City Cemetery of the city of Sacramento. (Ord. 2002-020 § 1 (part),
2002)

12.68.020 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meaning given them in
this section unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

A. "City" means the city of Sacramento.

B. "City cemetery" means the Historic City Cemetery of the city of Sacramento designated in
Section 12.68.010.

C. "Cemetery manager" means the manager of the history and science division of the city of
Sacramento or any other city employee who may be designated as the cemetery manager by the
city manager or the director of the convention, culture & leisure department. "Cemetery
manager" also includes the cemetery manager’s designee.

D. "City employee" means an employee of the city of Sacramento or a person who is
authorized by the cemetery manager to provide volunteer services at the city cemetery. (Ord.
2002-020 § 1 (part))

12.68.030 City cemetery use--Restrictions.

No person, except an authorized city employee in the course and scope of his or her assigned
duties, shall:

A. Plant any tree, shrub, plant, or flower on the grounds of the city cemetery without prior
approval from the cemetery manager. This subsection does not prohibit the placement of cut,
artificial, or potted flowers upon a grave;

B. Cut, break, pluck, remove, or in any manner destroy or injure any tree, shrub, plant, or
flower within the city cemetery grounds without prior approval from the cemetery manager.
This section does not prohibit the removal of weeds and dead vegetation by an authorized city
employee, a person or business entity that has received approval as provided in paragraph (F)
of this section, or an owner of a private plot, in the course of providing care and upkeep of
plots;

C. Enter the city cemetery grounds between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. of the following day
during the months of October, November, December, January, February and March or between
7:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. of the following day during all other months, unless specifically
authorized to do so by the cemetery manager;

D. Loiter on the grounds of the city cemetery. As used in this section, loitering means and
includes entering and remaining on the grounds of the city cemetery without lawful business
thereon and under such circumstances that a reasonable person would conclude that the person



who has entered and remains on the grounds of the city cemetery does not have a purpose
connected with the lawful and ordinary use of the city cemetery, does not have a bona fide
intent to exercise a constitutional right, and is causing public inconvenience and annoyance;
E. Deposit rubbish, grass clippings, shrub clippings or other similar materials or substances on
the grounds of the city cemetery, without prior written permission of the cemetery manager.
This subsection does not prohibit the placement of cut, artificial, or potted flowers upon a
grave;

F. Provide contract services for the care and upkeep of private plots in the city cemetery
without registering with the cemetery manager and providing a list, to be updated monthly,
designating the plots for which the contract services shall be provided and the name and
address of the party or parties authorizing the provision of contract services to each designated
plot;

G. Operate or use on the grounds of the city cemetery any motorized vehicle as defined in the
California Vehicle Code in the following ways:

1. Driving faster than the speed limit posted by the cemetery manager;

2. Sounding the horn of any vehicle or leaving engines running in a parked car that in any way
interferes or causes any disturbance or noise during funerals;

3. Operating or parking any vehicle, except upon areas designated for such use, unless
expressly permitted in writing by the cemetery manager. The cemetery manager is authorized
to tow vehicles that violate this subsection. This subsection shall not apply to city employees
on official business;

4. Operating a motorcycle on the grounds of the city cemetery in a malicious or disruptive
manner;

H. Bring any domesticated pet or animal to the city cemetery unless it is leashed. Pet owners
shall remove any and all pet droppings from the city cemetery grounds;

I. Smoke while on the grounds of the city cemetery, unless in a smoking area designated by the
cemetery manager;

J. Fail to supervise children who accompany that person to the city cemetery. No children shall
be admitted unless accompanied by an adult who shall be responsible for their conduct;

K. Possess any open alcoholic beverage container or consume any alcoholic beverage on the
grounds of the city cemetery, except at an organized event that has received prior written
approval for the possession of alcoholic beverages from the cemetery manager; and further
provided that the organizers of the event are in compliance with all state alcohol licensing
requirements;

L. Intentionally remove, break, injure, deface, alter, damage or disturb any structure or item on
city cemetery grounds, including but not limited to a tombstone, gravestone, monument, stake,
marker, fence, post rail, curb, or wall;

M. Dispose of, within the city cemetery, trash or garbage accumulated outside of the city
cemetery. Further, no person shall dispose of trash accumulated within the city cemetery other
than in designated areas or receptacles provided for that purpose;

N. Engage in stone rubbing without prior written approval from the cemetery manager. For
purposes of this section, the term "stone rubbing" means the act of obtaining an impression on a
piece of paper or other material by sliding a pencil or other object against it while it is placed



upon a monument, tombstone, or gravestone;
O. Engage in the sale of food or beverages within the city cemetery without prior written
approval from the cemetery manager. (Ord. 2002-020 § 1 (part))

12.68.040 Roadways on city cemetery property.

In the reasonable exercise of his or her discretion, the cemetery manager may modify the use of
the roadways on the grounds of the city cemetery as necessary for the safety and operation of
the city cemetery, including but not limited to, closing particular roadways or altering the
designated use of the roadways. The cemetery manager is also authorized to regulate parking
on the grounds of the city cemetery as required to accommodate events occurring at the city
cemetery. (Ord. 2002-020 § 1 (part))

12.68.050 Closure of city cemetery grounds.

At the closing time designated in section 12.68.030(C), all persons other than city employees
shall leave the city cemetery grounds. The cemetery manager is authorized to close the city
cemetery when reasonably warranted for special events or projects and emergencies. (Ord.
2002-020 § 1 (part))

12.68.060 Public notification of restricted conduct.

The cemetery manager shall prepare a list summarizing the rules set forth in this chapter and
make it available on the grounds of the city cemetery for public access and review. At the
discretion of the cemetery manager, a sign or signs listing some or all of the rules may be
posted. (Ord. 2002-020 § 1 (part))

12.68.070 Maintenance by city cemetery staff.

The cemetery manager is authorized to clear weeds, debris, old flowers or floral pieces, or
other items from any privately owned plot on the grounds of the city cemetery that, in the
Manager’s opinion, is not being maintained or otherwise properly cleared. In addition, the
cemetery manager is authorized to abate safety concerns by repairing or removing monuments,
tombstones, retaining walls and other structures that, in the manager’s opinion, are not being
maintained or have been abandoned. (Ord. 2002-020 § 1 (part))

12.68.080 Administrative service fee.
An administrative service fee shall be charged for each burial in the city cemetery. The amount
of the fee shall be established by resolution of the city council. (Ord. 2002-020 § 1 (part))

12.68.090 Violation a misdemeanor.
Any person who violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord.
2002-020 § 1 (part))



